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o Reviving the community spirit -
Guinness World Record edit-a-thon
as a uniting experience - a case study
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On September 26-30, 2023, the Polish
Wikipedia community undertook an
ambitious task - an attempt to break
the Guinness Record for the longest
edit-a-thon - in 2016 in Mexico City
Wikimedia Mexico volunteers edited

Wikipedia during 72 hours.

WMPL aim: 100 hours!
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The preparations took about half a year.
The owner of the project from the
beginning was Marek Lewandowski,
supported by an Organizing Committee
composed of committed and
experienced volunteers (editors,
administrators, WMPL management

board members and others).
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The Venue @

The crucial role of main partnership

Our event would not be possible without the
enormous support (organizational, logistic and
personal) from the Public Library of the capital city
of Warsaw - Central Library of the Mazovia

Province, which hosted us. Thank You!
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The Venue

The crucial role of main partnership

Public Library of the capital city of Warsaw - the Main

Library of the Masovian Voivodeship

Thank You!
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High and detailed requirements of the

Guinness Records office
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High and detailed requirements of the

Guinness Records office

Footage of every minute of attempt (100 h)

Confirmation of all actions of editors by independent
witnesses observing in 4h shifts (witnesses not related to
editors and organisers)

At least 10 editors at the same time at all times (we've
created shifts)

List of edits

Presence of experienced editor in every shift
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Challenges

e Community involvement

e Managing registrations, shifts and changes in
schedule

e Backup in people and tools

e Workers shifts

e Accommodation close to the Venue

e Feeding people 24h a day )
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Highlights from the event
e amazing atmosphere of unity - night & day
e the importance of teamwork
e random people spontaneously joining in
e |ots of support from volunteers (mostly young
people)
e 24h medical support & extra room for relaxation

e special closing party after the event - celebration
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author: Taralajka
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Final numbers
e 100 hours of editing
e 127 editors
e 293 new articles
e 13.1thousand editions in Polish Wikipedia
e 95 thousand pages were edited
e 32 witnesses &

V.
e every 29.7 seconds — average editing speed ”

V4

@ WIKIMANIA
wion K AT®WICE



What have we learned?

e \Wikipedians still love editing in large
groups

e \Wikipedians still love challenges

e \Wikipedians love to meet

e There are young, experienced editors!
They showed up because they like
exciting events

e |t will be hard to find a more extreme
challenge, but we'll try. The community

Is waiting for an announcement
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sobie fwiat,
tazidy czlowick
n dostep do
(zkiej wiedzy
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Thank you!

Tomasz Wszeborowski: gdarin@wikimedia.pl
Marek Lewandowski: marek.lewandowski@wikimedia.pl

'l
/& &3\



Files licensed under CC-BY-SA-4.0, authors:

e Robert Drézd
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:WikiRekor
d_Guinnessa_2023 RD_030.jpg

e Lantuszka
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Rekord_G
uinnessa_85.jpg

e Taralajka
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia
_dzie%C5%844 koszykowa_ 011.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia
_2noc_koszykowa_039.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Wikipedia
_dzie%C5%845 Koszykowa_ 116.jpg

e Paulina Niedzielska
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:DSC1592
P-jPg

e Wiktor Zowczak
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Guinness_
World_Record_for_editing_Wikipedia-127.jpg
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